Lincoln, Fort Rice, Riverview, Florence Lake, Burnt Creek, Canfield, Lyman, & Phoenix
Unorganized Townships

Burleigh County Commission Meeting Agenda
Tom Baker Meeting Room, City/County Office Building, 221 N 5% St, Bismarck

Attend in Person | Watch live on Government Access Channels 2 or 602 | Listen to Radio Access 102.5 FM |
Stream on freetv.org or Dakota Media Access Facebook Live | Replay later from freetv.org

April 6™, 2026

5:00 P.M.
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance presented by Chaplain.

COUNTY COMMISSION

Meeting called to order.

Roll call of members.

Approval of Agenda.

Consideration of March 23, March 26 Special meeting minutes and March 16, 2026, meeting
minutes and bills.

5. Telecommunications week proclamation.

P

6. PUBLIC COMMENT. Restricted to Burleigh County residents and landowners.
7. Consent Agenda: (Page 10)
a. Abatements.
b. Special event permits.
8. PUBLIC HEARING on SAD #78 Ponderosa Riverside Village. (Page 20)
9. PUBLIC HEARING on Off Highway Vehicle ordinance and Resolution.(Page 23)
10. County Engineer Schriock: (Page 34)

a. Developer Waiver request.
b. Petition to vacate Roadway right of way.

c. Mower Tractor — Award of Bid.

d. Project No. 1002(26) Gravel Crushing — Award of Bid.

e. Project No. 1003(26) Roadway Striping — Award of Bid.

f. Project No. 1004(26) Seal Coat — Award of Bid.

g. Project No. BRC-0815(054) & BRJ-BRC-0008(037) Local Project No. 0181 Apple
Creek Road Bridge Replacement — Award of Bid.

h. Project No. 0188 71 Ave NE & Centennial Road Microsurface — Award of Bid.

i.  Project No. 0189 Morton Township Graveling & Culvert Repair — Award of Bid.

j.  Project Nos. 0191 Northridge Estates & 0192 North Washington St & 84" Ave NE
Microsurface — Award of Bid.

k. Project No. SFP-0001(26) Apple Creek Road Phase II — Award of Bid.

1. Approval of Construction Engineering Services — Bartlett & West for Project 0181.
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m. Approval of Design Engineering Services — Apex Engineering Group for Project 0187.

11. County Planning Director Flanagan: (Page 61)
All-American Subdivision.

Apple Creek Ridge 2nd Subdivision.
Aberle Park 5th Subdivision.
Riverside 4™ Subdivision Final Plat.
Holly’s Horses Subdivision.

Ansley Special Use Permit.

IO

12. Emergency Manager Senger: (Page 86)
a. Consideration of Fire Emergency and Burn Restrictions.

13. Chairman Bitner: (Page 88)
a. County Administrator discussion.
b. ND Game and Fish property purchase discussion.

14. Commissioner Schwab:
a. Qarrison Diversion Discussion.

15. States Attorney Lawyer:(Page 90)
a. Victim Witness Services with City Attorney.
b. Opioid Litigation. The Commission may enter executive session to discuss the Opioid
Litigation pursuant to N.D.C.C. § 44-04-19.1(2).

16. Other Business.

17. Adjourn.

The next regularly scheduled Commission meeting will be on April 20, 2026.

Mark Splonskowski
Burleigh County Auditor
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	I. Definitions
	A. “Action(s)” means a lawsuit purportedly brought by or on behalf of any Litigating Subdivision against one or more Remnant Defendants coordinated under or parallel to MDL No. 2804, In re: National Prescription Opiate Litigation, No. 1:17-md-2804-DAP...
	B. “Agreement” means this agreement, as set forth above. For the avoidance of doubt, this Agreement is inclusive of all exhibits or related agreements attached hereto or referenced herein.
	C. “Alleged Harms” means the alleged past, present, and future financial, societal, and public nuisance harms and related expenditures arising out of the alleged misuse and abuse of Products, non-exclusive examples of which are described in the docume...
	D. “Allocated Amount” means the portion of Opioid Remediation Funds that a Subdivision will receive pursuant to the Plan of Allocation if it becomes a Participating Subdivision.
	E. “Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses” means payment to plaintiffs’ counsel of attorneys’ fees and reimbursable costs and charges (including expert and consulting fees) and includes the common benefit obligations due under the MDL Court’s common benefit-re...
	F. “Claim(s)” means any past, present or future cause of action, claim for relief, cross-claim or counterclaim, theory of liability, demand, derivative claim, request, assessment, charge, covenant, damage, debt, lien, loss, penalty, judgment, right, o...
	G. “Claim-Over” means a Claim asserted by a Non-Released Entity against a Released Entity on the basis of contribution, indemnity, or other claim-over on any theory relating to a Non-Party Covered Conduct Claim asserted by a Releasor.
	H. “Compensatory Restitution Amount” means the aggregate amount paid by the Remnant Defendants hereunder other than amounts paid as attorneys’ fees and costs or identified pursuant to Section VII.A.2. as being used to pay attorney’s fees, investigatio...
	I. “Consent Judgment” means the judgment that the Settling Parties will mutually agree to and submit to the MDL Court for entry pursuant to Section IV.E.
	J. “Covered Conduct” means any actual or alleged act, failure to act, negligence, statement, error, omission, breach of any duty, conduct, event, transaction, agreement, misstatement, misleading statement or other activity of any kind whatsoever, occu...
	K. “Designated Subdivision” means the Subdivision designated in writing by Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel to undertake the acts and obligations provided for in Section X.V.
	L. “Effective Date” means the date that the Consent Judgment entered by the MDL Court pursuant to Section IV.E. becomes a Final Judgment.
	M. “Final Judgment” means the Consent Judgment when it has become final and non-appealable. The Consent Judgment shall be deemed to be the Final Judgment on (a) the day following the expiration of the deadline for appealing the entry by the MDL Court ...
	N. “Later Litigating Subdivision” means any Subdivision, regardless of its population, in any state, that first files a lawsuit bringing a Released Claim against a Released Entity after the Preliminary Agreement Date.
	O. “Litigating Subdivision” means (1) any (a) General Purpose Government (including, but not limited to, a municipality, county, county subdivision, city, town, township, parish, village, borough, gore, or any other entities that provide municipal-typ...
	P. “MDL Court” means the United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio Eastern Division, Case No. 1:17-md-2804, Judge Dan Aaron Polster, or his duly-appointed successor.
	Q. “Non-Litigating Subdivision” means a Subdivision that is not a Litigating Subdivision.
	R. “Non-Participating Subdivision” means any Subdivision that is not a Participating Subdivision.
	S. “Non-Party Covered Conduct Claim” means a Claim against any Non-Released Entity involving, arising out of, or related to Covered Conduct (or conduct that would be Covered Conduct if engaged in by a Released Entity).
	T. “Non-Party Settlement” means a settlement by any Releasor that settles any Non-Party Covered Conduct Claim and includes a release of any Non-Released Entity.
	U. “Non-Released Entity” means an entity that is not a Released Entity.
	V. “Notice” means the notice advising Subdivisions of their rights with respect to this Settlement Agreement in accordance with Section IV.B.
	W. “Notice and Administrative Costs” means the reasonable sum of money to be paid out of the Settlement Funds for Notice and related administrative costs, including escrow fees, Taxes, or Tax Expenses. For purposes of calculating a Remnant Defendant’s...
	X. “Notice and Claims Administrator” means the notice and claims administrator(s) to be selected by Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel with the consent of the Remnant Defendants.
	Y. “Opioid Remediation” means care, treatment, and other programs and expenditures (including reimbursement for past such programs or expenditures except where this Agreement restricts the use of funds solely to future Opioid Remediation) designed to ...
	Z. “Opioid Remediation Fund” means the component of the Settlement Funds described in Section VI.C.
	AA. “Opioid Remediation Funds” means the Settlement Funds, less the payments set forth in Section VI.B.1.
	BB. “Participating Subdivision” means a Subdivision that meets the requirements for becoming a Participating Subdivision under Section IV.C.
	CC. “Participation Report” means the list of Subdivisions that returned a fully executed Subdivision Settlement Participation Form by the Subdivision Settlement Participation Form Submission Deadline created by the Notice and Claims Administrator.
	DD. “Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel” means the MDL 2804 Co-Lead Counsel, Liaison Counsel, and members of the MDL Court-appointed Settlement Negotiating Committee.
	EE. “Plan of Allocation” means the plan or formula of allocation of the Opioid Remediation Fund set forth in Exhibit E that a Subdivision will receive pursuant to Section VI.C. if it becomes a Participating Subdivision. For the avoidance of doubt and ...
	FF. “Pooled Settlement Amount” means $97,625,000.00.
	GG. “Preliminary Agreement Date” means the date this Agreement is fully executed and fully executed copies of this Agreement have been delivered to counsel for all Remnant Defendants and Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel.
	HH. “Product” means any chemical substance, whether used for medicinal or nonmedicinal purposes, and whether natural, synthetic, or semi-synthetic, or any finished pharmaceutical product made from or with such substance, that is: (1) an opioid or opia...
	II. “Reference Date” means the date by which each Remnant Defendant must inform the Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel of its determination whether the condition in Section IV.D.1. has been satisfied. The Reference Date shall be thirty (30) days after cou...
	JJ. “Related Agreements” means the related but individual agreements between each Remnant Defendant and Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel, on behalf of all Participating Subdivisions, setting forth each Remnant Defendant’s share of the Pooled Settlement ...
	KK. “Released Claims” means any and all Claims, including Unknown Claims, that directly or indirectly are based on, arise out of, or in any way relate to or concern Covered Conduct occurring prior to the Effective Date.  Without limiting the foregoing...
	LL. “Released Entities” means, with respect to Released Claims, the Remnant Defendants and:
	1. all past and present subsidiaries, divisions, predecessors, successors, and assigns (in each case, whether direct or indirect) of each Remnant Defendant;
	2. all past and present subsidiaries and divisions (in each case, whether direct or indirect) of any entity described in subsection (1);
	3. the respective past and present officers, directors, members, trustees, and employees of any of the foregoing (each for actions that occurred during and related to their work for, affiliation or employment with, any of the Remnant Defendants or the...
	4. all past and present joint ventures (whether direct or indirect) of each Remnant Defendant or its subsidiaries, including in any Remnant Defendant’s or its subsidiary’s capacity as a participating member in such joint venture;
	5. all direct or indirect parents and shareholders of the Remnant Defendants (solely in their capacity as parents or shareholders of the applicable Remnant Defendant with respect to Covered Conduct); and
	6. any insurer of any Remnant Defendant or any person or entity otherwise described in subsections (1)-(5) (solely in its role as insurer of such person or entity and subject to the last sentence of Section IX.B.2.).

	MM. “Releasors” means, with respect to Released Claims, (1) each Participating Subdivision and, (2) without limitation and to the maximum extent of the power of each Participating Subdivision to release Claims, (a) the Participating Subdivision’s depa...
	NN. “Remnant Defendants” means Associated Pharmacies, Inc., American Associated Pharmacies, J M Smith Corporation, Louisiana Wholesale Drug Company, Inc., Morris & Dickson Co., North Carolina Mutual Wholesale Drug Company, Inc., United Natural Foods, ...
	OO. “Settlement” means the settlement of the Released Claims between the Settling Parties on the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement.
	PP. “Settlement Fund” means the interest-bearing account to be established and controlled by the Settlement Fund Administrator as set forth in Section III.
	QQ. “Settlement Funds” means the Pooled Settlement Amount plus any interest that may accrue on the Pooled Settlement Amount from the date the Remnant Defendants pay the Pooled Settlement Amount in the Settlement Fund or any portion thereof.
	RR. “Settlement Fund Administrator” means the agent to be selected as set forth in Section III.D.
	SS. “Settlement Participation Form Submission Deadline” means sixty (60) days after the Preliminary Agreement Date, unless it is extended by written agreement of the Remnant Defendants and Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel.
	TT. “Settling Parties” means, collectively, the Participating Subdivisions and Remnant Defendants.
	UU. “State” means any state of the United States of America including their respective agencies, departments, and instrumentalities.
	VV. “State-Subdivision Agreement” means an agreement that a State reaches with the Subdivisions in that State regarding the allocation, distribution, and/or use of funds allocated to its Subdivisions under this Agreement. Preexisting agreements addres...
	WW. “Subdivisions” means (1) all formal and legally recognized sub-entities and sub-entity officials (acting in an official capacity on behalf of a sub-entity) of a State that have a population of 30,000 or more (as recognized in the most recent U.S. ...
	XX. “Subdivision Settlement Participation Form” means the document or online form, in the form attached as Exhibit G to this Agreement, that Participating Subdivisions must execute and return to the Claims Administrator to participate in the Settlemen...
	YY. “Taxes” means taxes (including any estimated taxes, interest, or penalties) arising with respect to the income earned by the Settlement Fund, including, without limitation, any taxes or tax detriments that may be imposed upon the Remnant Defendant...
	ZZ. “Tax Expense” means all expenses and costs incurred in connection with the operation and implementation of Section III., including, without limitation, expenses of tax attorneys and/or accountants (including the Settlement Fund Administrator) and ...
	AAA. “Termination Refund” means the amount of the Settlement Funds to be returned to a Remnant Defendant that elects to terminate this Agreement pursuant to Section V.C. The Termination Refund shall be the portion of the Settlement Fund equal to the p...
	BBB. “Unknown Claims” means any Released Claim that a Participating Subdivision or Releasor does not know or suspect to exist in their favor at the time of the release of the Released Entities that, if known by them, might have affected their settleme...

	II. Representations and Warranties
	A. Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel’s Representations and Warranties.  Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel represents and warrants to the Remnant Defendants as follows:
	1. Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel believes the Settlement is fair, reasonable, adequate, and beneficial to the Subdivisions and that participation in the Settlement would be in their best interests.
	2. Because Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel believes that the Settlement is in the best interests of the Subdivisions, Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel will use their best reasonable efforts to encourage and assist the Subdivisions to participate in this ...

	B. Participating Subdivisions’ Representations and Warranties.  By electing to become a party to this Agreement, each Participating Subdivision represents and warrants to the Remnant Defendants as follows:
	1. each Participating Subdivision has received legal advice from its attorneys regarding the advisability of entering into this Agreement and the legal consequences of this Agreement;
	2. each Participating Subdivision is not relying on any statement, representation, omission, inducement, or promise by Remnant Defendants, except those expressly stated in this Agreement;
	3. each Participating Subdivision has, with the assistance of its attorneys, investigated the law and facts pertaining to the Released Claims and the Settlement;
	4. each Participating Subdivision has carefully read, and knows and understands, the full contents of this Agreement and is voluntarily entering into this Agreement after having consulted with its attorneys;
	5. each Participating Subdivision has all necessary authority to enter into this Agreement and release all Released Claims on behalf of itself and all other entities that are Releasors by virtue of their relationship or association with it;
	6. each Participating Subdivision has authorized the execution and performance of its Participation Agreement, and has authorized the person signing this Agreement on its behalf to do so;
	7. upon execution of its respective Participation Agreement, each Participating Subdivision accepts, agrees to, and ratifies the terms of this Agreement; and
	8. no portion of any relief under this Agreement to which any of the Participating Subdivisions may be entitled has been assigned, transferred, or conveyed by or for any of the Participating Subdivisions to any other person or entity.

	C. Remnant Defendants’ Representations and Warranties.  Remnant Defendants represent and warrant to Participating Subdivisions as follows:
	1. each of the Remnant Defendants has received legal advice from its attorneys regarding the advisability of entering into this Agreement and the legal consequences of this Agreement;
	2. none of the Remnant Defendants is relying on any statement, representation, omission, inducement, or promise by Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel or any Subdivision, except those expressly stated in this Agreement;
	3. each of the Remnant Defendants, with the assistance of its attorneys, has investigated the law and facts pertaining to the Released Claims and the Settlement;
	4. each of the Remnant Defendants has carefully read, and knows and understands, the full contents of this Agreement and is voluntarily entering into this Agreement after having consulted with its attorneys; and
	5. each of the Remnant Defendants has all necessary authority to enter into this Agreement, has authorized the execution and performance of this Agreement, and has authorized the person signing this Agreement on its behalf to do so.


	III. Settlement Fund
	A. Settlement Payment.  The Remnant Defendants shall pay into the Settlement Fund the Pooled Settlement Amount in consideration of the covenants, agreements, and releases set forth in this Agreement.  The Pooled Settlement Amount shall be allocated an...
	1. Payments of the Pooled Settlement Amount to the Settlement Fund will be allocated among the Remnant Defendants in accordance with each Remnant Defendant’s agreed portion as separately negotiated and agreed to by each Remnant Defendant with Plaintif...
	2. The Remnant Defendants shall pay into the Settlement Fund by wire transfer their respective portion of the Pooled Settlement Amount within forty-five (45) days of the later of (1) receipt of a fully executed copy of this Settlement Agreement, or (2...
	3. The Settlement Funds will be held in escrow in the Settlement Fund until the Effective Date.  If the Effective Date does not occur as to one or more Remnant Defendants, the Settlement Fund Administrator will return to each Remnant Defendant for whi...
	4. Upon the occurrence of the Effective Date, the Pooled Settlement Amount shall not be subject to reduction and no funds may be returned to any Remnant Defendant, except as otherwise provided in this Agreement.

	B. Nature of Payment.  Each of the Remnant Defendants and Participating Subdivisions acknowledges and agrees that notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Agreement, including but not limited to, the scope of the Released Claims:
	1. It has entered into this Agreement to avoid the delay, expense, inconvenience, and uncertainty of further litigation;
	2. (a) The Participating Subdivisions sought compensatory restitution (within the meaning of 26 U.S.C. § 162(f)(2)(A)) as damages for the Alleged Harms allegedly suffered by the Participating Subdivisions; (b) the Compensatory Restitution Amount is no...
	3. The payment of the Compensatory Restitution Amount by the Remnant Defendants constitutes, and is paid for, compensatory restitution (within the meaning of 26 U.S.C. § 162(f)(2)(A)) for alleged damage or harm (as compensation for alleged damage or h...
	4. The Compensatory Restitution Amount is being paid as compensatory restitution (within the meaning of 26 U.S.C. § 162(f)(2)(A)) in order to restore, in whole or in part, the Participating Subdivisions to the same position or condition that they woul...
	5. For the avoidance of doubt: (a) no portion of the Compensatory Restitution Amount represents reimbursement to any Participating Subdivision or other person or entity for the costs of any investigation or litigation, (b) the entire Compensatory Rest...

	C. No Other Payments.  Other than payment under Section III.A. of this Agreement, the Remnant Defendants shall have no obligations to make any further or additional payment of any sort or kind in connection with this Agreement or the Settlement.
	D. The Settlement Fund and Administrator.
	1. Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel shall arrange for the Settlement Fund to be established at Huntington Bank, with Law Office of Joseph C. Tann, PLLC and Winbridge Partners, LLC serving as the Settlement Fund Administrator subject to an escrow agreeme...
	2. The Settlement Fund Administrator shall invest the Pooled Settlement Amount deposited pursuant to Section III.A. in U.S. agency or treasury securities or other instruments backed by the full faith and credit of the U.S. government or an agency ther...
	3. The Settlement Fund Administrator shall not, and Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel shall not instruct the Settlement Fund Administrator to, disburse the Settlement Funds, except as provided in this Agreement or by order of the MDL Court.  For the avoi...
	4. All funds held in the Settlement Fund shall be deemed and considered to be in custodia legis of the MDL Court, and shall remain subject to the jurisdiction of the MDL Court, until such time as such funds are distributed pursuant to this Agreement a...

	E. Taxes.
	1. The Settlement Fund shall be, and shall be treated by the Settling Parties and the Settlement Fund Administrator as being at all times, a “qualified settlement fund” within the meaning of Treas. Reg. § 1.468B-1 (and corresponding or similar provisi...
	2. For the purpose of § 468B of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and Treas. Reg. § 1.468B-2(k)(3) (and any corresponding or similar provisions of state, local or foreign law, as applicable), the qualified settlement fund “administrator” ...
	3. The following shall be paid out of the Settlement Funds: (i) all Taxes (including any estimated taxes, interest, or penalties) arising with respect to the income earned by the Settlement Fund, including, without limitation, any taxes or tax detrime...


	IV. Implementing the Agreement
	A. Stay.  Following the Preliminary Agreement Date, Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel and Remnant Defendants shall promptly jointly inform the MDL Court and jointly undertake reasonable best efforts to stay the Actions as to the Remnant Defendants.
	B. Notice to the Subdivisions.  No later than seven (7) calendar days after the Preliminary Agreement Date, the Notice and Claims Administrator shall send individual written Notice of the opportunity to participate in this Agreement and the requiremen...
	C. Participation by Subdivisions.
	1. A Subdivision may become a Participating Subdivision by returning an executed Subdivision Settlement Participation Form to the Notice and Claims Administrator specifying (1) that the Subdivision agrees to the terms of this Agreement, (2) that the S...
	2. The eligibility of entities that submit Subdivision Settlement Participation Forms to participate in the Settlement as Participating Subdivisions will be subject to confirmation by the Notice and Claims Administrator.
	3. Subdivision Settlement Participation Forms shall be deemed valid only for the entity named in the request.
	4. Subdivision Settlement Participation Forms shall be deemed timely if received by the Notice and Claims Administrator no later than the  Subdivision Settlement Participation Form Submission Deadline, or otherwise as agreed in writing by Plaintiffs’ ...
	5. A Subdivision that has not submitted a Settlement Participation Form, and is thus a Non-Participating Subdivision, shall not directly receive any portion of the Opioid Remediation Funds.  The Remnant Defendants reserve all of their legal rights and...
	6. Within ten (10) calendar days of the Subdivision Settlement Participation Form Submission Deadline, as extended by written agreement, the Notice and Claims Administrator shall deliver to Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel and Remnant Defendants the Par...
	7. Within fifteen (15) calendar days of delivering the Participation Report, the Notice and Claims Administrator shall deliver to Remnant Defendants copies of all Subdivision Settlement Participation Forms.

	D. Notice by Remnant Defendants.
	1. After receiving the Participation Report, each Remnant Defendant will individually determine on or before the Reference Date whether there is sufficient Subdivision participation and sufficient resolution or dismissal of the Claims of the Litigatin...
	2. On or before the Reference Date, each Remnant Defendant shall inform Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel of its determination pursuant to Section IV.D.1.  If one or more Remnant Defendants determine to proceed, those Parties will proceed to file the mot...

	E. Entry of Consent Judgment.
	1. Within fourteen (14) days after the Reference Date (or the next business day thereafter), the Settling Parties shall submit an appropriate motion to the MDL Court reporting upon the Settlement as specified herein, including the Participation Report...
	a. enter a final consent judgment dismissing the Actions coordinated under MDL No. 2804 with prejudice as to the Remnant Defendants and, except as provided for in this Agreement, without costs or attorneys’ fees;
	b. direct Participating Subdivisions to dismiss the other Actions not coordinated under MDL No. 2804 with prejudice as to the Remnant Defendants and, except as provided for in this Agreement, without costs or attorneys’ fees;
	c. discharge and release the Released Entities from all Released Claims;
	d. permanently bar and enjoin the institution and prosecution by Participating Subdivisions of any other action against the Released Entities in any forum asserting any claims related in any way to the Released Claims;
	e. reserve and continue exclusive jurisdiction over the Settlement, including the Settlement Fund, Opioid Remediation Fund, the Settlement Fund Administrator, the Notice and Claims Administrator, and all future proceedings concerning the administratio...
	f. determine pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 54(b) that there is no just reason for delay and direct entry of a final judgment as to the Participating Subdivisions and the Remnant Defendants; and
	g. confirm such other and further provisions consistent with the terms of this Agreement to which the Settling Parties expressly consent in writing.

	2. In connection with the filing of the motion for a Consent Judgment, Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel will also request that the MDL Court approve the proposed Plan of Allocation, as altered by subsequent agreement, if any, pursuant to Section VII.B.3...
	3. Participating Subdivisions shall be subject to and bound by the provisions of this Agreement, the releases contained herein, and the Final Judgment.


	V. Conditions of Settlement; Effect of Disapproval, Cancellation, or Termination
	A. Occurrence of Effective Date.
	1. Upon the Effective Date, any and all remaining interest or right of the Remnant Defendants that have elected to proceed with the Settlement, in or to the Settlement Funds, if any, shall be absolutely and forever extinguished except as provided by t...
	2. Upon the Effective Date, the Participating Subdivisions shall dismiss the Actions with prejudice as to the Released Entities, including all Actions listed on Exhibit A, as provided for in the Consent Judgment.

	B. Failure of Effective Date to Occur.  In the event that the Effective Date does not occur for any reason as to one or more Remnant Defendants, including for the reasons set forth in Sections IV.C., then this Agreement shall be cancelled and terminat...
	C. Termination.
	1. Prior to the Effective Date, this Agreement may be terminated by a Remnant Defendant as to it (but not as to any other Remnant Defendant) by serving on Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel and counsel for the other Remnant Defendants a written notice of ...
	a. the Remnant Defendant provides written notice of its election not to proceed under Section IV.D.2.;
	b. a Consent Judgment approving this Agreement without modification of any of this Agreement’s terms has not been entered by the MDL Court on or before one hundred eighty (180) calendar days after the Preliminary Agreement Date;
	c. this Agreement or the Consent Judgment has been disapproved by the MDL Court (or, in the event of an appeal from or review of a decision of the MDL Court to approve this Agreement and the Consent Judgment, by the court hearing such appeal or conduc...
	d. the Effective Date does not otherwise occur within one hundred eighty (180) calendar days after the Preliminary Agreement Date.

	2. If this Agreement is terminated by one or more Remnant Defendants pursuant to Section V.C.1.:
	a. Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel must notify the Settlement Fund Administrator and/or the Notice and Claims Administrator of those Remnant Defendants’ decision to terminate this Agreement within seven (7) days of receiving written notice of such term...
	b. the Settlement Fund Administrator and/or the Notice and Claims Administrator shall transfer the Termination Refund to those Remnant Defendants within seven (7) days of receiving written notice from Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel; and
	c. upon receipt of the Termination Refund, this Agreement and all of its terms (except Section X.L. and any other non-admissibility provisions, which shall continue in full force and effect) shall be canceled and terminated, and this Agreement and all...



	VI. Notice and Claims Administrator
	A. Selection of Notice and Claims Administrator.  Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel shall nominate, subject to the consent of the Remnant Defendants, an entity to serve as Notice and Claims Administrator that meets the following requirements:
	1. The Notice and Claims Administrator will be bound by an agreement mutually acceptable to Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel and Remnant Defendants.
	2. The Notice and Claims Administrator will act as an independent and neutral third party in the performance of its functions including administering and disbursing funds from the Settlement Fund and the Opioid Remediation Fund.
	3. The Notice and Claims Administrator may not be an entity that has acted as counsel for, or otherwise represented, a party in claims relating to Products.
	4. The Notice and Claims Administrator shall have the authority to perform all actions consistent with the terms of this Agreement that the Notice and Claims Administrator deems to be reasonably necessary to effectuate the notice.  Subject to the Part...
	5. The Notice and Claims Administrator’s role generally shall include, consistent with the terms of this Agreement, administration of the proposed Settlement, including receiving, preserving, reviewing, analyzing, and approving Participation Forms, in...
	6. Any successor to the initial Notice and Claims Administrator shall be subject to the consent of all Settling Parties, shall fulfill the same functions from and after the date of succession, and shall be bound by the determinations made by the prede...
	7. The Notice and Claims Administrator shall have no authority to alter in any way the Settling Parties’ or Participating Subdivisions’ rights and obligations under this Agreement.
	8. The Remnant Defendants and Released Entities shall have no involvement with or responsibility for supervising the Notice and Claims Administrator and are not subject to the authority of the Notice and Claims Administrator.
	9. All fees, costs, and expenses incurred in the administration and/or work by the Notice and Claims Administrator, including fees, costs, and expenses of the Notice and Claims Administrator, as well as the costs of distributing the Notice, shall be p...

	B. Distribution of Settlement Fund.
	1. The Notice and Claims Administrator shall administer the claims submitted by Participating Subdivisions and shall oversee distribution of the Settlement Funds, including distribution of amounts in the Opioid Remediation Fund to Participating Subdiv...
	a. to pay Taxes and Tax Expenses on the Settlement Funds (but not on any individual distributions to Participating Subdivisions made pursuant to the Plan of Allocation);
	b. to pay Notice and Administrative Costs (including escrow fees and costs);
	c. to pay the Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses, as set forth in and pursuant to the provisions of Section VII. of this Agreement; and
	d. to distribute the balance, which constitutes the “Opioid Remediation Funds,” to Participating Subdivisions as allowed by this Agreement and the Plan of Allocation.

	2. No amount may be disbursed from the Settlement Fund until the Effective Date, except that: (a) Notice and Administrative Costs (including escrow fees and costs) may be paid from the Settlement Fund as they become due, and (b) Taxes and Tax Expenses...

	C. Distribution of Opioid Remediation Fund. Upon the Effective Date and thereafter, and in accordance with the terms of this Agreement, the Plan of Allocation, and any further order(s) of the MDL Court, the Opioid Remediation Funds shall be distribute...

	VII. Use and Allocation of Opioid Remediation Fund.
	A. Use of Opioid Remediation Funds.
	1. It is the intent of the Parties that the payments disbursed from the Opioid Remediation Fund to Participating Subdivisions be for Opioid Remediation as set forth in Exhibit D:  List of Opioid Remediation Uses, all of which are compensatory and reme...
	2. While disfavored by the Parties, a Participating Subdivision set forth on Exhibit C may use monies from the Opioid Remediation Fund (that have not been restricted by this Agreement solely to future Opioid Remediation) for purposes that do not quali...

	B. Allocation of Opioid Remediation Fund. The allocation of the Opioid Remediation Fund allows for different approaches to be taken in different states, such as through a State-Subdivision Agreement. The Notice and Claims Administrator will, for each ...
	1. A State-Subdivision Agreement may govern the operation and use of amounts allocated to the Participating Subdivisions of a particular State so long as the terms do not conflict with Section VII.A. and the funds are held in a segregated account unti...
	2. In the absence of an applicable State-Subdivision Agreement, the Opioid Remediation Fund will be used solely for future Opioid Remediation and the Opioid Remediation Funds will be distributed for their intended purposes by the Notice and Claims Adm...
	3. Any portion of the Opioid Remediation Fund allocated pursuant to Section VII.B. and the Plan of Allocation to a Subdivision that is a Non-Participating Subdivision will be re-allocated among Participating Subdivisions as later agreed between Plaint...

	C. No Liability for Distribution of Settlement Fund or Opioid Remediation Fund.  Neither the Released Entities nor their counsel shall have any responsibility for, or liability whatsoever with respect to, the distribution of the Settlement Fund or Opi...
	D. Balance Remaining in Settlement Fund or Opioid Remediation Fund.  If there is any balance remaining in the Settlement Fund or Opioid Remediation Fund (whether by reason of tax refunds, uncashed checks, or otherwise), such balance shall be deemed as...

	VIII. Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses
	The Agreement on Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses is set forth in Exhibit H and incorporated herein by reference.  The Released Entities shall have no responsibility for or liability whatsoever with respect to any payment for Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses ...

	IX. Releases and Dismissal
	A. No Future Actions Following Release.  As of the Effective Date, the Released Entities are fully, finally, and forever released and discharged from all of the Releasors’ Released Claims.  Each Releasor hereby absolutely, unconditionally, and irrevoc...
	B. Claim-Over and Non-Party Settlement.
	1. It is the intent of the Parties that:
	a. Released Entities should not seek contribution or indemnification (other than pursuant to an insurance or other third-party contract), from other parties for their payment obligations under this Agreement;
	b. The payments made under this Agreement shall be the sole payments made by the Released Entities to the Releasors involving, arising out of, or related to Covered Conduct (or conduct that would be Covered Conduct if engaged in by a Released Entity);
	c. Claims by Releasors against non-Parties should not result in additional payments by Released Entities, whether through contribution, indemnification or any other means; and
	d. this Agreement meets the Uniform Contribution Among Tortfeasors Act and any similar state law or doctrine that reduces or discharges a released party’s liability to pay other parties.
	The provisions of this Section IX.B.  are intended to be implemented consistent with these principles. This Agreement and the releases and dismissals provided for herein are made in good faith.

	2. No Released Entity shall seek to recover for amounts paid under this Agreement based on indemnification, contribution, or any other theory from a manufacturer, pharmacy, hospital, pharmacy benefit manager, health insurer, third-party vendor, trade ...
	3. To the extent that, on or after the Effective Date, any Releasor enters into a Non-Party Settlement, including in any bankruptcy case or through any plan of reorganization (whether individually or as a class of creditors), the Releasor will seek to...
	4. In the event that any Releasor obtains a judgment against a Non-Released Entity that does not contain a prohibition like that described in Section IX.B.2., or any Releasor files a Non-Party Covered Conduct Claim against a Non-Released Entity in ban...
	a. The Remnant Defendants shall notify that Releasor of the Claim-Over within sixty (60) days of the assertion of the Claim-Over or within sixty (60) days of the Effective Date, whichever is later.
	b. The Remnant Defendants and that Releasor shall meet and confer concerning the means to hold the Released Entities harmless from the Claim-Over and ensure that the Released Entities are not required to pay more with respect to the Released Claims th...
	c. That Releasor and the Remnant Defendants shall take steps sufficient and permissible under applicable law to hold the Released Entities harmless from the Claim-Over and ensure the Released Entities are not required to pay more with respect to the C...
	(i) The Releasor supporting a motion to dismiss or such other appropriate motion as may be filed by the Released Entities in response to any Claim filed in litigation or arbitration;
	(ii) Reduction of that Releasors’ Claim and any judgment it has obtained or may obtain against such Non-Released Entity by whatever amount or percentage is necessary to extinguish such Claim-Over under applicable law, up to the amount that releasor ha...
	(iii) Placement into escrow of funds paid by the Non-Released Entities such that those funds are available to satisfy the Claim-Over;
	(iv) Return of monies paid by Remnant Defendants to that Releasor under this Agreement to permit satisfaction of a judgment against or settlement with the Non-Released Entity to satisfy the Claim-Over;
	(v) Payment of monies to Remnant Defendants by that Releasor to ensure they are held harmless from such Claim-Over, up to the amount that Releasor has obtained, may obtain, or has authority to control from such Non-Released Entity;
	(vi) Credit to the Remnant Defendants under this Agreement to reduce the overall amounts to be paid under this Agreement such that they are held harmless from the Claim-Over; and
	(vii) Such other actions as that Releasor and the Remnant Defendants may devise to hold the Released Entities harmless from the Claim-Over.
	d. The actions of that Releasor and Remnant Defendants taken pursuant to paragraph (c) must in combination, ensure Remnant Defendants are not required to pay more with respect to Covered Conduct than the amounts owed by Remnant Defendants under this A...
	5. To the extent that the Claim-Over is based on a contractual indemnity, the obligations under Section IX.B.3. shall extend solely to a Non-Party Covered Conduct Claim against a pharmacy, distributor, clinic, hospital or other purchaser or dispenser ...



	C. Litigation Bar.  The Settling Parties contemplate and agree that this Agreement may be pleaded as a bar to a lawsuit, and an injunction may be obtained, preventing any action from being initiated or maintained in any case sought to be prosecuted on...
	D. General Release.  The Releasors acknowledge that, by executing this Agreement, and for the consideration received hereunder, it is their intention to release, and they are releasing, all Released Claims, even Unknown Claims.  In connection with the...
	E. Assigned Interest Waiver.  To the extent that any Releasor has any direct or indirect interest in any rights of a third party that is a debtor under the Bankruptcy Code as a result of a claim arising out of Covered Conduct by way of assignment or o...
	F. Res Judicata.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to reduce the scope of the res judicata or claim preclusive effect that the Settlement gives rise to under applicable law.
	G. Effectiveness.  The releases set forth in this Agreement shall not be impacted in any way by any dispute that exists, has existed, or may later exist between or among the Releasors.  Nor shall such releases be impacted in any way by any current or ...
	H. Cooperation.  The Settling Parties agree to use their best efforts and to cooperate to cause this Agreement and the Consent Judgment to become effective, to obtain all necessary approvals, consents and authorizations, if any, and to execute all doc...
	I. Liens. Each Participating Subdivision agrees to be responsible for any liens, interests, actions, or claims asserted by any third party, in a derivative manner, for or against the portion of Opioid Remediation Funds allocated to that Participating ...
	J. Claims Excluded from Release. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the releases provided herein shall not release claims of governmental entities that do not participate in the Settlement; claims arising solely from conduct by the Remnant Defendants that...

	X. Miscellaneous Provisions
	A. Population of Subdivisions. The population figures for Subdivisions shall be the published U.S. Census Bureau’s population estimates for July 1, 2019, released May 2020.  These population figures shall remain unchanged during the term of this Agree...
	B. No Admission of Liability or Wrongdoing. The Parties agree to settle the Released Claims and to execute this Agreement solely to compromise and settle protracted, complicated, and expensive litigation. The Remnant Defendants do not admit liability ...
	C. Voluntary Settlement. Each Settling Party warrants and represents that it negotiated the terms of this Agreement in good faith, without any degree or duress or compulsion, and after consultation with competent legal counsel. The Settling Parties ag...
	D. Authorization to Enter Settlement Agreement. The undersigned representatives of Remnant Defendants represent they are fully authorized to enter into and execute this Agreement on behalf of Remnant Defendants. Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel represen...
	E. Integrated Agreement. Except for any amendments, alterations, or modifications provided for under Section X.G., this Agreement, including its exhibits and any other attachments, and the Related Agreements, embodies the entire agreement and understa...
	F. Exhibits. The exhibits to this Agreement are as follows all of which are incorporated by reference, provided that the descriptions of the exhibits below are for reference only and do not alter any other term of this Agreement:
	G. Amendment. The terms and provisions of this Agreement may not be altered, amended, or modified except in writing signed by all Settling Parties.
	H. Execution in Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts and by different signatories on separate counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but all of which shall together be one and the same agreement. O...
	I. Construction. None of the Settling Parties shall be considered to be the drafter of this Agreement or of any of its provisions for the purpose of any statute, case law, or rule of interpretation or construction that would or might cause any provisi...
	J. Each Party to Bear Its Own Costs and Fees. Except as otherwise provided herein, each Settling Party shall bear its own attorneys’ fees and other litigation expenses and costs.
	K. Federal Rule of Evidence 408. The Settling Parties agree that this Agreement, its terms and the negotiations surrounding this Agreement shall be governed by Federal Rule of Evidence 408 and shall not be admissible or offered or received into eviden...
	L. Use of Agreement as Evidence. Neither this Agreement nor the Settlement, nor any act performed, statement made, or document executed pursuant to or in furtherance of this Agreement or the Settlement: (a) is, may be deemed to be, or may be used as a...
	M. Preservation of Records. For five years following the Effective Date, (i) the Notice and Claims Administrator shall be required to keep, maintain, preserve, and otherwise refrain from altering, modifying, spoiling, deleting, removing, or destroying...
	N. Binding Effect. This Agreement shall be binding upon, and inure to the benefit of, the successors and assigns of the Settling Parties.
	O. Notices. All notices from or between the Settling Parties shall be in writing.  Each such notice shall be given by: (a) email; (b) hand delivery; (c) registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, postage pre-paid; or (d) FedEx or similar ...
	P. Consent to Jurisdiction. The Remnant Defendants, the Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel, and Participating Subdivisions (including all Releasors) hereby irrevocably submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the MDL Court only for the specific purpose of ...
	Q. Resolution of Disputes; Retention of Exclusive Jurisdiction. Any disputes between or among the Remnant Defendants and any Participating Subdivision concerning matters contained in this Agreement, including the Plan of Allocation, shall, if they can...
	R. Choice of Law. This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in accordance with, and governed by, the applicable provisions of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and Evidence, and the internal, substantive laws of the State of Ohio without givin...
	S. No Waiver. No delay or omission by any Settling Party in exercising any rights under this Agreement will operate as a waiver of that or any other right. The waiver of any rights conferred hereunder shall be effective only if made by written instrum...
	T. Preservation of Privilege. Nothing contained in this Agreement or any Consent Judgment, and no act required to be performed pursuant to this Agreement or any Consent Judgment, is intended to constitute, cause, or effect any waiver (in whole or in p...
	U. Duty Not to Encourage Non-Participation. Plaintiffs’ Settlement Counsel agrees not to in any way encourage, promote, or solicit any Subdivision, or their counsel, to decline to participate in this Settlement, or seek any relief inconsistent with th...
	V. Tax Cooperation and Reporting.
	1. Upon request by any Remnant Defendant, the Participating Subdivisions agree to perform such further acts and to execute and deliver such further documents as may be reasonably necessary for the Remnant Defendant to establish the statements set fort...
	2. Without limiting the generality of Section X.V.1., each Participating Subdivision shall cooperate in good faith with any Remnant Defendant with respect to any tax claim, dispute, investigation, audit, examination, contest, litigation, or other proc...
	3. The Designated Subdivision, as defined in Section I.K., on behalf of all Participating Subdivisions, shall designate one of its officers or employees to act as the “appropriate official” within the meaning of Treasury Regulations Section 1.6050X-1(...
	4. The Participating Subdivisions agree that any return, amended return, or written statement filed or provided pursuant to Section X.V.3., and any similar document, shall be prepared and filed in a manner consistent with reporting each Remnant Defend...
	5. For the avoidance of doubt, neither the Remnant Defendants nor the Participating Subdivisions make any warranty or representation to any Participating Subdivision or Releasor as to the tax consequences of any aspect of the Settlement or this Agreem...

	W. No Third-Party Beneficiaries. Except as expressly provided in this Agreement, no portion of this Agreement shall provide any rights to, or be enforceable by, any person or entity that is not a Released Entity. No Participating Subdivision may assig...
	X. Confidentiality. The terms of this Agreement shall remain confidential until Subdivision Settlement Participation Forms are submitted to Subdivisions pursuant to the terms of this Agreement, or the proposed order to establish qualified settlement f...
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